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To the Hindu brethren I would say that all of us must live together
as one people, regardless of the things a few Muslims who are enemies
of the community may say. Looking at the matter in that light, they
should give no thought to others' mistakes. They must not answer
back. There can be no quarrel unless both the sides are at fault. Let
them be careful, therefore, not to be in the wrong even partly,

In South Africa, I have only one duty: to bring the Hindus and
the Muslims together and serve them as a single community. Some
questions have arisen in this connection. We shall consider them next
week. Meanwhile I request every Indian to read this patiently several
times over.

MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GAJSTDHI
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 22-2-1908

49.   LETTER TO GENERAL SMUTS^
JOHANNESBURG,
February 22, 1908
DEAR MR.  SMUTS,
In accordance with the permission given by you, I now take the
opportunity of sending you a draft Bill2 to amend Immigration Restriction
Act No. 15 of 1907. The draft, in my opinion^ meets the situation
entirely. The time is ripe for me to submit it, inasmuch as there is
every evidence now of the Asiatics loyally accepting the compromise.
You will see that some of the rights given by the Asiatic Act have
not been availed of by the draft; for instance, Asiatics who were in the
Transvaal on the 31st day of May, 1902 are, under the Act to be
repealed, entitled to registration, whereas, under the draft now submit-
ted, they are not. I have omitted them advisedly, because it exposes
Asiatics to temptation. I have assumed that those who were in the
Colony on the 31st day of May, 1902 must have by the time voluntary
registration is completed availed themselves of it. There could not be
many outside the Colony who were in it on that day and have not yet
returned. If, however, there are any exceptional cases, they can be
dealt with under the last clause of the amendment of Paragraph g. On
1 A copy of this letter to Smuts was also sent by Ritch as an annexure to his
letter of July 27 to the Colonial Office. In his reply dated March   12 (S. N. 4798),
Lane  wrote that General Smuts had his "hands pretty full of other matters" just
then and had "not yet had time to go into the question".
2 Vide enclosure, pp. 103-4.